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= The MAILING DA TE of this conb:hunlcatlon appears on the cover‘ sheet w:th the correspondence address-
All claims belng alidwable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS): OLOSED in; 'this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mad:g a thlce of Allowanca (FPFTQL-BS) ar other appropnate communication will be malled in due course. THIS
| NOTICE:OF ALLOWABILY

‘IS NOT A'GRANT:OF PATENT RIGHTS. This appltcatlon is subject to wnthdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. : ‘See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.: :

1. & This communication is responsive to Q&QGIS ﬁled 09/22/09. - o o ' :

| 2. & The allowed claim(s) |s/are 1-52 4 f’ E -' . i
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3. D AcanWIeHgment'ls made of a clalm for foreagn pnonty under 35 U S C.§ 119(a) (d) or (f)

a) lj R b) C18ome*  ¢) (] None | of the:
1.0 Certified; odples of the prionty documénts have been recelved _
2.0 Certified copies of the priority’ documents have been received i |n ‘Application No. __
3. [0 Copies of the certified coples of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
{ , International Bureau (PCT Rule 17. 2(a)) ; O
Yo Cemﬁed copies not recelved 7 P . i
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Appllcant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communlcatlon to ﬁle a reply complylng with the requirements
noted belbwt Failure to'tirriely comply will resuit in ABANDONMENT of thls appllcatlon ‘
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE : : .

4.]A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submltted Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which glves reason(s) why-the oath or declaration is deficient.

5. []] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted. |
(a) O includlng changes required by the Notice of Draﬂsperson S Patent Drawmg Rewew ( PTO-948) attached
) D hereto or?2) Itl to Paper No /Manl Date . ! i
oy O mclud;hg changes requ1red by the attached Examlner's Amendment / Cdmment orin the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date . .
dentifying lindicia such as; the appltcation number (see a7, CFR 1. &4(c)) should be wntten on the drawmgs in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as stich in the header according to 37 CFR 1. 121(d).

6. ] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submltted Note the
y attached Examiner's comment regardlng REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.
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; Paper No./Mail Date .
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Examiner’s Amendment
An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the

payment of the issue fee.

The following has been inserted before the first paragraph of the specification.

--The application is a Reissue of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/813,708, filed on

03/07/1997 and now U.S. Patent No. 5,802,641 .-~

Reasons For Allowance

The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: with respect to claim
14 the recitation of the leg holder as recited in the final péragraph of the claim is an overlooked
aspect not shown or suggested by Klevstad (US 4,426,071). Klevstad does not show or suggest a
leg cradle mounted between an operator device and a clamping device which is also movable
around a first plurality of axes in the fashion claimed. With respect to claim 24, the recitation of
the coupler configured to couple a leg holder to an elongated member is an overlooked aspect
that is not shown or suggested by the Klevstad patent. In claim 48 the recitation of a leg holder
coupled to a tube a first distance away from the clamping device is an overlooked aspect that is
not shown or suggested by the Klevstad patent. Finally, with respect to claim 49 the recitation of

a leg holder lockable relative to a support device and releasable to move relative to the support
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device about a second plurality of axes is an overlooked aspect that defines over what is shown
in Klevstad.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should bpreferably accompany the issue
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for

Allowance.”

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Michael Trettel whose telephone number is (571) 272-7052. The
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Pete Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

Michael Trettel
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